n6                   AFTER THE WAR

to conceive of any system that is a practical possibility that
could, for example, absolutely guarantee that neither Russia
nor Germany would ever attack their smaller neighbours.
But I do claim that Britain and France properly organized,
and acting jointly and resolutely, would provide an absolute
guarantee both of the safety of their own peoples and of the
continuance of Western European civilization, and that they
would furnish a nucleus round which peace-loving nations,
great and small, would come together. It wall not be easy to
turn even the present measure of Anglo-French co-operation
into the closer relationship that I envisage. For a certain sur-
render of independence and of freedom of action will be
called for on both sides of the Channel.

It is not difficult to imagine the sort of propaganda that
would be employed against the scheme by the insular and the
suspicious in both countries. With us the isolationists would
run riot. The French would be portrayed as a nation con-
sumed with revengeful hatred of all things German, past-
masters in continental diplomatic intrigue, both unworthy
and dangerous as intimate fellow-workers. Corresponding
propaganda in France would harp on the old story of Eng-
land being ready to fight to the last Frenchman, besides ap-
pealing to ever latent suspicion of British commercial im-
perialism. It will demand immense industry and enthusiasm
effectively to counter propaganda of this sort. We on our side
must be made to realize that fear, and well-founded fear, is at
the root of that aspect of French policy that appears to us to
be based on hatred of Germany. As to anxiety that we should
be involved in purely French continental policies, surely the
conditions of alliance can be relied upon to safeguard our in-
terests, even if we are not convinced of the truth that, once
given security, the French system of continental alliances will
be rendered unnecessary. The best, and indeed the only
effective answer to French suspicions will be to prove that the
British contribution to the power of the alliance will be both
immediate and adequate, as it must be if the alliance is to
exert overwhelming influence on the side of peace. On the
sea, I hope we may be trusted to look after our own interests,
_ eviea though recent administrations have not always been